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Image of Company K, 7th Wisconsin Iron Brigade taken between July 19-25, 1862 
 
 HandwriƩen notaƟons indicated which men were later killed, wounded or “puked out 
(deserted)”.  Every one of the approximately 50 men were killed or wounded except one.  And 
the author of another Iron Brigade book found that it was his ancestor, who, in fact joined up 
with another unit and the record of that transfer was not communicated between the units. 
 
NOTE: The unnamed daughter noted by transcriber James W. Creasman, whom he had lost her 
name was Edith Irene Rood (Harrison) (1875-1966). 
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Memoir wriƩen between 1889 and 1892 by Amos D. Rood, and recopied with added remarks in 1918, 
based on the diaries he kept during his Civil War service with the 7th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment (the 
Iron Brigade). This lively and dramaƟc reminiscence is filled with detail about Rood's personal 
experiences, including descripƟons of his unit's baƩle acƟons. Also of interest are his descripƟons of 
his wounds and their treatment, the soldiers' methods of living off the land (which included stealing 
from civilians), how he came to be married to his wife, his feelings of patrioƟsm and aƫtude toward 
the war, and his feelings at being one of the relaƟvely few survivors of the Iron Brigade. Also included 
is a typed transcripƟon of the 1918 memoir prepared, and with an introducƟon describing its 
provenance, by James W. Creasman. 
 
hƩps://search.library.wisc.edu/catalog/9911125081902121  
 
Biography of James W. Creasman (1914-1999) 
 
    James W. Creasman ("Jimmie" to his family and friends) was born in Ducktown, Tennessee in 1914 
but four years later relocated to Miami, Arizona. His family moved again, years later, to Phoenix, 
Arizona. 
    Creasman lived the rest of his life in Phoenix and became known as "Mr. ASU." He enrolled at Tempe 
Normal School and spent most of his life helping to build what is now Arizona State University. It was 
through his efforts as Chairman of the Name Change CommiƩee that Arizona State College became 
Arizona State University in 1958. His life at Arizona State University, however, is only part of the story. 
"Jimmie" belonged to many charitable organizaƟons, represented the Valley Bank in television 
commercials, and spent three years in Brazil with an Arizona State University sponsored Peace Corps 
program. 
    Prior to working at Arizona State University Creasman worked as a broadcaster for KTAR in Phoenix 
and then for the government sponsored radio program "Voice of America" in New York City. Like most 
of his generaƟon, he served in the army during World War II. He belonged to the 42nd Infantry 
"Rainbow Division." In basic training he became an M-1 expert and sharpshooter but it was his 
journalisƟc skills that were put to good use. He was there to witness and document the liberaƟon of 
the concentraƟon camp at Dachau, Germany on April 29, 1945. 
    AŌer the war was over Creasman returned to his broadcasƟng job in New York City unƟl 1947 when, 
at the request of Grady Gammage, he returned to Arizona to take up the posiƟon of Alumni 
AssociaƟon Secretary at Arizona State College. ReƟring in 1984, he was awarded an honorary 
doctorate degree and the James W. Creasman Award of Excellence was established by the Alumni 
AssociaƟon in his honor. At the Ɵme of his reƟrement, he had known each ASU president since 1900. 
Although reƟred, "Jimmie" remained acƟvely involved with both Arizona State University and 
community events and programs in the Phoenix area. 
    James W. Creasman died on August 30, 1999 at the age of 85. He was survived by his wife, Dorothy, 
two daughters and six grandchildren. 
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